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Abstract

Introduction: Privacy is one of the basic human needs and one of the most important nursing
concepts of care ethics. Several definitions have been proposed for privacy, since the cultural norms
and values of each society and the specific position of each individual in the community are
influential in defining and determining its scope. Therefore, in order to provide proper cultural care,
it is important to examine the privacy of patients. This study aimed at investigating the viewpoints
of hospitalized patients in regards to respecting privacy.

Methods: The present study was carried out with the qualitative content analysis method on 20
patients hospitalized in internal and surgical wards of governmental hospitals of Tehran, during year
2017. Data collection was based on purposive sampling and using semi-structured individual
interviews. In the interviews, hospitalized patients reported experiences with respect to their privacy
during hospitalization. The interviews were recorded and handwritten and analyzed on the basis of
gualitative content analysis.

Results: The analysis of hospitalized patients' experiences with respect to privacy in the hospital
resulted in the extraction of 5 categories and 10 subcategories. The privacy implications included
the dynamics of privacy, physical privacy, information privacy, psycho-social privacy, and religious
spirituality privacy.

Conclusions: The findings of this study showed that privacy of hospitalized patients had different
dimensions and care should be taken in all aspects. According to the findings of this study, it could
be concluded that privacy policies should be provided according to the patient's perspective of the
health care system.
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